

National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) Diamond 

 NFPA diamonds are commonly found on 
doors around Temple’s campus. These are 
placed there to inform people of what 
dangers are in the space ahead. This 
information is particularly important for first 
responders when entering unknown rooms 
to put out fires or save the injured. 

 Check for a NFPA diamond before 
entering a room so you can determine what 
precautions are needed and are familiar 
with actions not to take such as using spark 
producing equipment when flammables are 
present. If you see a NFPA diamond with a 
1 or greater pause and check the chemical 
inventory or provided Safety Data Sheets to 
see what appropriate precautions are 
needed to enter the space.

 The most serious hazard type among all 
substances in a space is used to determine 
the number in each quadrant. For example, 
if a container of gasoline and acid are stored 
in the same room, the fire hazard number 
would reflect that of gasoline, and the health 
hazard number would reflect the acid, as 
well as the specific hazard. All substances in 
the space may not have the same level of 
hazard, but wear PPE for the rating on the 
NFPA diamond.   
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